FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Nanotechnology Industries Association (NIA) and Nanotechnology Business Creation Initiative
(NBCI) Sign Landmark Memorandum of Understanding
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Date: 22 January 2024
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In a significant move towards fostering international cooperation in the field of
nanotechnology and advanced materials, the Nanotechnology Industries Association (NIA)
and the Nanotechnology Business Creation Initiative (NBCI) have signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) on [insert date] November 2023. This groundbreaking agreement
marks a new era of collaboration between Japan and Europe in these cutting-edge sectors.
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Background:

Both the NIA and NBCI are committed to supporting the growth and advancement of
nanotechnology and advanced materials in their respective territories and have started to
collaborate on shared areas of interest. Signing this MOU formalises their intention to
collaborate and share knowledge, foster bilateral exchanges, and promote technology
cooperation and business development between Japan and Europe and between the
members of both associations.
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Purpose of the MOU:
The MOU establishes cooperative ties between the two associations to advance trade and
investment between Japan and Europe. Key aspects of the agreement include:

¢ Regular exchange of publications, information on nanotechnology policy, research
trends, products, industry, and trade promotional activities.

o Coordination of exhibitions, seminars, and conferences to exchange information,
technology, innovation, and business practices.

e Collaboration in international activities concerning advanced materials, aligning with
entities such as the OECD.

The MOU will be effective for three years and will help foster international collaboration
between the NIA and NBCI and their respective members in the area of nano and advanced
materials.
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Implementation:

The NIA and NBCI will work together on expanding nanotechnology commercialisation
amongst their member organisations. This includes supporting visiting delegations and
arranging business-to-business and business to government matchmaking services. The
agreement also emphasizes the importance of knowledge sharing and joint participation in
international activities related to nano and advanced materials.

FE &

NIA & NBCI iZ. MBS coF 527 v -t kichLcnwE 4, chicit, 35
B3+ — o, D¥EMBLORELBEfO~y F Vv I/ — v ROFRAEENTE T, ZOWEIX
¥ 72, F 7 MR I B B ERESEEI~ 0 Ak o g L HLFEISMo wEEM: S RIHL T\ B,

Statement from Dr Sean Kelly, Director General (Interim) of NIA:

We live in a global world and there is a need for us to work in collaboration with partners
such as NBCI to help support our members and their work. Giving opportunity to the
members of both our associations to work together to innovate, manufacture safely and
trade fairly in both Europe and Japan is the main focus of this new collaboration. We look
forward to a broad collaboration that will benefit our industry.
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Statement from Nobuaki Ishii, Secretary General of NBCI:

This MOU represents a significant step forward in international cooperation in
nanotechnology and advanced materials for both of our associations. We will work together
to address issues surrounding nanotechnology in both Europe and Japan, particularly
regarding the regulation of nanomaterials and advanced materials in order to balance
innovation and safety. We are committed to providing important opportunities for our
members to trade with each other. We welcome the signing of the MOU and anticipate a
beneficial relationship between the NIA and NBCI.
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For more information, please contact sean.kelly[at]nanotechia[dot]org or Nobuaki Ishii at
ishii[at]nbci[dot]jp
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Notes for Editors

Nanotechnology Business Creation Initiative (NBCI) www.nbci.jp/en/

Founded in 2003 and based in Tokyo, the Nanotechnology Business Creation Initiative (NBCI)
supports the Japanese nanotechnology industry. It works to help its members build a cross-
sector industry network, build business to government links to disseminate industry needs
to government and to help expand the required background and infrastructure to help the
nanotechnology sector, such as collaborating on standardization and nano safety issues.

Nanotechnology Industries Association (NIA) nanotechia.org

Founded in 2005 and based in Brussels the Nanotechnology Industries Association (NIA) is
the cross-sectoral, responsible voice for nanotechnology value chains and the global
commercial eco-system. NIA supports innovation and commercialization of next generation
of nanotechnologies and promotes their safe and reliable advancement. NIA members are
companies of all sizes and sectors involved in materials and nano-enabled products, research
centers and universities, expert service providers and other support organizations.



